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Feeding experiments with C labelled precursors prove that the Mediterranean slug Placida dendritica utilizes intact Cs units for the biosynthesis @
of placidenes, pyrone polypropionates largely represented in fungi and marine invertebrates.
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The structures of two new compounds identified as a phenyl naphthalenedicarboxylic ester and a phenyl naphthalenecarboxylic ester linked to a phenylphenalene
unit were isolated from the extract of Eichhornia crassipes. The structures have been determined on the basis of spectroscopic analyses, especially 2D NMR
techniques.
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The . amino o vinylmalonate 10 is readily converted to piperidines 20 and 25, which when subjected (as a mixture of epimers) to RCM, affords the corresponding
mixture of quinolizidines 21/22 and 26/27.
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A high yielding, practical and scalable total synthesis of the jaborandi alkaloid (+) pilocarpine is described.
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